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This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of . 



. sheets, including this cover sheet 



This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These aianexes consist of a total of. 



sheets. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the mternational application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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1. Basis of the report 



Inten^^p^ application No. 

>CT/EP2003/003218 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
I I the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

pages ^ , 

pages ^ ^ 

pages 



1-14 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

. as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



1-17 



filed with the letter of 18 February 2004 (18.02.2004) 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages ^ . 



1/6-6/6 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



_ , filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2 With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
' the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 
S ™e^^^^ were available or furnished to this Authority in the followmg language . which is. 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
I I the language of publication of the intemational application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of the translation fiimished for the purposes of intemational preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

I 3 With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the intemational application, the intemational 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 
I ] contained in the intemational application in written form. 
I I filed together with the intemational application in computer readable form. 
I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently fiimished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
intemational application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



4. 



□ 
□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos — 

I I the drawings, sheets/fig 



□ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which fiave been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article f/^^f/f 

report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70,16 
I and7QJ7). 

*♦ ^ny replacement slieet containUig such amendments must be referred to under item J and annexed to this report. 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with reganl to novelty. Inventive step or Industrial applicablUty; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement ^ 



Statement 
Novelty CN) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



2-17 



2-17 



1-17 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 
1. Claim 1 

Document FR-A-2 225 706 already discloses a device with a 
circulating upper belt and a circulating lower belt, which 
are permeable to the treatment medium, for conveying a 
nonwoven, said device having at least one nozzle 
arrangement on at least one side of the path of conveyance 
for blasting a treatment medium in the direction of the 
path of conveyance (see figures 3 and 4 and the associated 
description) , the at least one nozzle arrangement having a 
plurality of adjacent blast nozzles arranged at intervals 
from each other and a space being formed between each two 
adjacent blast nozzles, said space between the blast 
nozzles being substantially sealed in the direction of the 
path of conveyance. Although the space has an outlet 
channel, this channel can also be sealed easily, as is 
required by the alternative feature disclosed in the 
characterizing part. 

It should be noted when interpreting the claims to 
evaluate novelty that the features relating to an intended 
particular type of use (in this case, that the device is 
used to reinforce a nonwoven conveyed continuously along a 
path of conveyance) are not considered differentiating 
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features and thus should not be taken into account (cf . 
PCT International Preliminary Examination Guidelines, 
chapter IV, paragraph 7.6) • 

Therefore, the present application does not satisfy the 
criterion stipulated in PCT Article 33(2) because the 
subject matter of claim 1 is not novel in relation to the 
prior art as defined in the Regulations (PCT Rule 64.1 to 
64.3) . 

2. Claim 2 

None of the documents of the procedure discloses a device 
wherein, when the device is in operation, the space between 
the blast nozzles is sealed such that between the at least 
one nozzle arrangement and the nonwoven a pressure area is 
formed in which excess pressure can be generated by the 
blast nozzles. 

This also plausibly enables the nonwoven, even when 
relatively thick, to be evenly reinforced across its 
entire thickness. 

The device according to claim 2 thus appears to fulfill 
the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(2), (3) and (4), 
since the subject matter of claim 2 is novel and involves 
an inventive step. The industrial applicability of the 
invention is already established by its intended purpose. 

3. Claim 12 

Independent method claim 12 essentially defines the method 
steps mentioned in claim 2 in terms of device features, 
and so the arguments given above with respect to device 
claim 2 similarly also apply to the method claim. 
FonnPCr/IPBA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) 
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Claim 12 thus also satisfies the requirements of PCT 
Article 33 (2) , (3) and (4) . 

4. Claims 3-11 and 13-17 . 

Dependent claims 3-11 and 13-17 relate to advantageous 
embodiments of the device according to claim 2 and the 
„.ethod according to claim 12, respectively. Therefore, on 
the basis of the inventive device claimed by claim 2 and 
the method claimed by claim 12, they likewise satisfy the 
requirements of PCT Article 33(2), (3) and (4) 
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